*Update* Troopers
Investigating Multi-Fatal
Crash- Townsend

Highway/l N & Ping Tree

Rd. Townsend. DE. 19734

Townsend- The Delaware State Police Collision Reconstruction
Unit is continuing to investigate a multi-fatal crash
involving three vehicles that occurred yesterday afternoon.

The initial investigation has determined that on Friday, July
6, 2018, at approximately 3:47 p.m., a 2007 Ford F-350 was
traveling southbound, in the left lane on State Route 1
Highway (Rt. 1) in the vicinity of Noxontown Road. A 2002
Mercury Sable was traveling northbound on Rt. 1 just north of
Pine Tree Road, and a 1998 Toyota Sienna was traveling a short
distance behind the Sable. For unknown reasons, the F-350
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failed to remain in the southbound lanes of travel and exited
the roadway, crossing over the grassy-median and into the
northbound lanes of travel on Rt. 1. The front driver’s side
of the F-350 struck the left rear side of the Sable, causing
the Sable to spin out of control and come to a rest in an
embankment. The F-350 continued out of control southbound in
the northbound lanes, when the front of the Sienna struck the
passengers side of the F-350. The impact caused both vehicles
to be displaced off the edge of the roadway and into a ditch.

The operator of the F-350, a 44-year-old male from East New
Market, MD, was transported to a local area hospital where he
was treated and released with non-life threatening injuries.
He was properly restrained and it is unknown if impairment is
a factor on his behalf. His passenger, a 30-year-old male
from Hurlock, MD, was properly restrained and was also
transported to a local area hospital where he was treated and
released with non-life threatening injuries.

The operator of the Sable, a 24-year-old male from Bethlehem
PA, was transported to a local area hospital where he was
treated and released with non-life threatening injuries. He
was properly restrained and impairment does not appear to be a
factor on his behalf.

The operator of the Sienna, a 61l-year-old male from Teaneck,
NJ, was properly restrained and pronounced deceased at the
scene. Also in the vehicle were his four daughters, ages 20,
17, and two 13 year olds, who were not properly restrained
and pronounced deceased at the scene. His 53-year-old wife,
was properly restrained in the front passenger seat and was
transported to a local area hospital where she was admitted
with serious injuries.

Southbound State Route 1 Highway in the area of Pine Tree Road
was closed for approximately 90 minutes and the northbound
lanes were closed for approximately 5 hours while the crash
was investigated and cleared.



The crash continues to remain under investigation by the
Delaware State Police Collision Reconstruction Unit. All
names are being withheld at this time pending notification of
next of kin and family members.

Click on link for original release: *TRAFFIC ADVISORY* Route 1
Northbound at Pine Tree Road Closed Due to Fatal Crash-

Townsend

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Melissa Jaffe
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